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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed April 1 1, 2006. Claims 
23-37 have been canceled. New claims 38-50 have been added. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 38, 40-42, and 44-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Amin et al. (US Patent No. 6,353,398) in view of Schwarzwalder, Jr. (US Patent No. 
6,812,860). 

Claim 38: 

Amin et al. discloses a system, thus, a method comprising: 

a. Receiving one or more criteria specified by a user from the portable 
communication device at substantially the same time of identifying the reference location 
(col. 4, lines 29-50); 

b. Identifying a reference location substantially at the same time of receiving the one 
or more price criteria; and 

c. Sending consumer information to a portable communication device wherein the 
consumer information is selected based at least in part on a vendor's proximity to the 
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reference location and the criteria specified by the user from the portable communication 
device. 

See abstract and summary of invention. Also col. 2, last paragraph and col. 4, lines 29- 

50. 

Amin fails to disclose that the one or more criteria specified by the user is a price criteria. 
However, the concept of receiving user-specified criteria based on a price level or price range in 
a similar system of Amin is taught in Schwarzwalder, Jr. (See col. 3, last paragraph). In light of 
this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the system in Amin 
so that it would be capable of providing information to a user based on a user specified price 
criteria for a vendor goods because it would be advantageous to users who have a spending 
budget limit. 

Claim 40: 

In Amin's, one or more criteria specified by a user further includes a distance or quality 
for vendor goods or services. Col. 4, lines 29-50. 
Claim 41: 

The method of identifying the reference location in Amin comprises receiving GPS 
coordinates from the user's portable device. Col. 3, lines 34-46. 
Claim 42: 

Amin teaches a method comprising: 

a. Transmitting information from wireless communication device, the information 
including location information and user specified criterion pertaining to at least one of a 
price or a quality for a vendor goods or services (col. 4, lines 29-50); and 
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b. Receiving consumer information at the wireless communication device, the 
consumer information relating to one or more vendor goods or services which satisfy the 
user specified criterion and proximate to a location associated with the location 
information. 

See abstract and summary of invention. Also col . 2, last paragraph and col. 4, lines 29- 

50. 

Amin fails to disclose that the one or more criteria specified by the user is a price criteria. 
However, the concept of receiving user-specified criteria based on a price level or price range in 
a similar system of Amin is taught in Schwarzwalder, Jr. (See col. 3, last paragraph). In light of 
this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the system in Amin 
so that it would be capable of providing information to a user based on a user specified price 
criteria for a vendor goods because it would be advantageous to users who have a spending 
budget limit. 

Claim 44: 

Though not clearly stated in Amin that the user specified criterion is stored in non- 
volatile memory, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to store this information in 
non- volatile memory since it is a new user's preference and should be saved as desired. 

Claim 45: 

The user specified criterion is entered into the wireless communication device by the user 
in the modify system of Amin's. 
Claim 46: 
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Amin discloses that the user specified criterion in the modified system of includes a 
minimum distance to travel. Col. 4, lines 29-50. The reference fails to disclose including the 
price range for an amount of fuel. However, the concept of receiving user-specified criteria 
based on a price level or price range in a similar system of Amin is taught in Schwarzwalder, Jr. 
(See col. 3, last paragraph). In light of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art to modify the system in Amin so that it would be capable of providing information to a 
user based on a user specified price criteria for a vendor goods because it would be advantageous 
to users have a spending budget limit. Consequently, the modified system of Amin's would 
further includes the user specified criterion of a price range for an amount of fuel. 

Claim 47: 

Amin discloses a wireless communication device comprising: 

a. A processor (inherent); and 

b. A memory coupled to the processor, the memory storing instructions that when 
executed by the processor enable the wireless communication device to transmit information 
including location information and specified criterion to another device and receive consumer 
information at the wireless communication device, wherein the received consumer information 
relates to one or more vendor goods or services which satisfy the user specified criterion and are 
proximate to a location associated with the location information. 

See abstract and summary of invention. Also col . 2, last paragraph and col. 4, lines 29- 

50. 

Amin fails to disclose that the one or more criteria specified by the user is a price criteria. 
However, the concept of receiving user-specified criteria based on a price level or price range in 
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a similar system of Amin is taught in Schwarzwalder, Jr. (See col. 3, last paragraph). In light of 
this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the system in Amin 
so that it would be capable of providing information to a user based on a user specified price 
criteria for a vendor goods because it would be advantageous to users who have a spending 
budget limit. 

Claim 48: 

The wireless communication device in Amin has a display to display indicia representing 
the consumer information received at the wireless communication device. 
Claim 49: 

The Amin device comprise an input module 160 enable a user to input a user specified 
price criterion or location information. 
Claim 50: 

The device in Amin comprises one of a cell phone, a two-way radio communication 
system, a PCS, or a portable computer. 

4. Claims 39 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amin et 
al. (US Patent No. 6,353,398) in view of Schwarzwalder, Jr. (US Patent No. 6,812,860) and 
further in view of Titmuss et al. (US Patent No. 6,397,040). 
Claim 39: 

Amin fails to disclose the reference location is received by location input into the 
portable device by the user. However, Titmuss suggest detecting the user's location by using a 
location updater which updates the user location based on the user input to a terminal (that is, 
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user logging on the terminal). In light of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art to incorporate this feature in the Amin system because it would provide up to date 
information as desired. 
Claim 43: 

Amin fails to disclose that the consumer includes a name of the vendor. Nonetheless, this 
idea is well known as taught in Titmuss, col. 8, 11. 25-37. In view of Titmuss, a skilled artisan 
would have readily recognized applying this concept in the Amin system because it would be 
informative to the user. 

Remarks 

5. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 



Application/Control Number: 09/823,458 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2612 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Lieu whose telephone number is 571-272-2978. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MaxiFlex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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